ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY
For the year ended 31 December 2020
2020 was a year unlike any previously experienced with Covid-19 causing unprecedented disruption to
the usual teaching and learning programmes. Changes to Covid-19 alert levels and subsequent
procedures resulted in the cancelation of many planned opportunities for both student and teacher
learning during the year. As well as the loss of school contact time during Level 3 and 4 lockdowns, the
Covid-19 climate had an ongoing impact on student attendance.
In 2020 the overall student attendance rate was 81.8%, this is 1.7% lower than the previous year (83.5).
The school goal for student attendance is 90% which requires students to have fewer than 20 days
absence across the year. 6% (21) students had fewer than 4 days of absence for the year. 56% (209)
students had 20 or more days of absence for the year. Absence rates do not include students being away
from school during Level 3 or 4 lockdowns.
A major disappointment was the lack of support from the Ministry of Education for Wiri Central students
learning at home during the Covid-19 lockdown periods. Access to appropriate digital devices and the
internet was a barrier for many students to connect with teachers online. Teachers attempted to make
connections with students and whānau via phone calls or email where possible. During periods at Level
3, staff made up learning packs of hard materials and these were delivered to as many homes as
possible.
The staff and board are acutely aware of the increased pressure that Covid-19 has caused for many
families in our school community. The uncertainty associated with this Global Pandemic has heightened
the need to focus on the wellbeing of both students and staff; this became the major focus in 2020 and
will continue into 2021. Students adapted well to revised safety and hygiene procedures and positive
outcomes have resulted in many of these becoming permanent changes.
Unsurprisingly student achievement has shown a decline in 2020. Student achievement data that had
previously shown improvement reflected a decline of about 10% across both literacy and numeracy.
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In March 2019 some discrepancies were found with our school accounts and this was acted upon
immediately. Since then we have worked with NZ police and specialist services to understand what had
happened and who was responsible. The investigation was completed, charges were laid and a former
employee admitted to misusing and stealing funds from our school. While the school finances were
impacted we can assure you that the school remains in a strong financial position. It is disappointing that
someone who was a part of our school whānau has let us down and betrayed our trust.
In the second half of the 2020 planned refurbishment of a number of classroom spaces and student
toilets was undertaken. New carpet tiles, wall linings and fresh paint brightened up the classrooms and
new lighting and sinks were installed. The toilets were redesigned for improved privacy and better
cleaning. During 2020 the Ministry of Education engaged with the Board and school management to
discuss the siting of new classrooms to be built at the school. This is to manage predicted roll growth in
the future. Design of the classrooms will take place during 2021 with building planned for 2022.
We would like to thank our Board members and staff for their continued support in helping us to achieve
our vision for students and for their unwavering commitment during a challenging year. We could not do
this work without parent support, we thank you all for that and look forward to continuing to work
together with you to ensure that your child achieves success in all areas of school.
He manga wai koia kia kore e whitikia.
It is a big river indeed that cannot be crossed.

Jan Donaldson
Principal

Stacey Morunga
Chairperson - Board of Trustees

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
TO THE READERS OF WIRI CENTRAL SCHOOL’S FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020
The Auditor-General is the auditor of Wiri Central School (the School). The Auditor-General has appointed me, Melissa
Youngson, using the staff and resources of Deloitte Limited, to carry out the audit of the financial statements of the
School on his behalf.
Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of the School on pages 2 to 18, that comprise the statement of financial
position as at 31 December 2020, the statement of comprehensive revenue and expense statement of changes in net
assets/equity and statement of cash flows for the year ended on that date, and the notes to the financial statements
that include accounting policies and other explanatory information.
In our opinion the financial statements of the School:
•

•

present fairly, in all material respects:
o

its financial position as at 31 December 2020; and

o

its financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended; and

comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand in accordance with Public Sector – Public
Benefit Entity Standards, Reduced Disclosure Regime.

Our audit was completed on 8 November 2021. This is the date at which our opinion is expressed.
The basis for our opinion is explained below. In addition, we outline the responsibilities of the Board of Trustees and our
responsibilities relating to the financial statements, we comment on other information, and we explain our
independence.
Emphasis of Matter – COVID-19
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to the disclosures in note 25 on page 18 which outline the possible
effects of the Alert Level 4 and Level 3 lockdown as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Failure to meet statutory reporting deadline
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to the fact that the Board of Trustees did not comply with section
87C(1) of the Education Act 1989, which requires the Board to provide its audited financial statements to the Ministry
of Education by 31 May 2021.
Basis for our opinion
We carried out our audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which incorporate the
Professional and Ethical Standards and the International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand) issued by the New
Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in
the Responsibilities of the auditor section of our report.
We have fulfilled our responsibilities in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Responsibilities of the Board of Trustees for the financial statements
The Board of Trustees is responsible on behalf of the School for preparing financial statements that are fairly presented
and that comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand. The Board of Trustees is responsible for
such internal control as it determines is necessary to enable it to prepare financial statements that are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial statements, the Board of Trustees is responsible on behalf of the School for assessing the
School’s ability to continue as a going concern. The Board of Trustees is also responsible for disclosing, as applicable,
matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting, unless there is an intention to close
or merge the School, or there is no realistic alternative but to do so.
The Board of Trustees’ responsibilities, in terms of the requirements of the Education and Training Act 2020, arise from
section 87 of the Education Act 1989.
Responsibilities of the auditor for the audit of the financial statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements, as a whole, are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit carried out in accordance with
the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements are
differences or omissions of amounts or disclosures, and can arise from fraud or error. Misstatements are considered
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the decisions of readers
taken on the basis of these financial statements.
For the budget information reported in the financial statements, our procedures were limited to checking that the
information agreed to the School’s approved budget.
We did not evaluate the security and controls over the electronic publication of the financial statements.
As part of an audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement
and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. Also:
•

We identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement
resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery,
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

•

We obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the School’s internal control.

•

We evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates
and related disclosures made by the Board of Trustees.

•

We conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of accounting by the Board of
Trustees and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the School’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude
that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related
disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future
events or conditions may cause the School to cease to continue as a going concern.

•
•

We evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a
manner that achieves fair presentation.
We assess the risk of material misstatement arising from the Novopay payroll system, which may still contain
errors. As a result, we carried out procedures to minimise the risk of material errors arising from the system
that, in our judgement, would likely influence readers’ overall understanding of the financial statements.

We communicate with the Board of Trustees regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our
audit.
Our responsibilities arises from the Public Audit Act 2001.
Other information
The Board of Trustees is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information
including List of Board of Trustees, Statement of Responsibility, Analysis of Variance Report, Principal and Board Chair
Report and KiwiSport Report, but does not include the financial statements, and our auditor’s report thereon.
Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express any form of audit
opinion or assurance conclusion thereon.
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information. In doing so,
we consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge
obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on our work, we conclude that there is
a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this
regard.
Independence
We are independent of the School in accordance with the independence requirements of the Auditor-General’s
Auditing Standards, which incorporate the independence requirements of Professional and Ethical Standard 1:
International Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards
Board.
Other than the audit, we have no relationship with or interests in the School.

Melissa Youngson
Partner
for Deloitte Limited
On behalf of the Auditor-General
Hamilton, New Zealand

