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BOOK FORTNIGHT
It’s Book Fortnight time at Wiri Central School and our theme this year is “Famous New Zealanders.” Over the
next two weeks we will be celebrating books and reading with a special focus on New Zealanders past and
present who have achieved amazing things. We will be running some competitions and sharing lots of
interesting reading experiences including having guest readers visit classes.
Activities include:
● Who's behind the book? Can students identify the books staff at school are reading.
● Match the quote to the book.
● Design a poster informing us about a famous New Zealander or New Zealand book character.
There will be prize packs for each category - Junior and seniors
We will conclude our Book Fortnight with a dress up day on Friday 2 September. Children are encouraged to
come to school dressed as a famous New Zealander or book character. Students will be able to showcase
their costumes at a school assembly to be held at 2.15pm on this date.

CROSS COUNTRY
We have entered teams in the interschool cross country competition to be held on 30 August. At the
moment students are training for cross country before school on Tuesdays and Thursdays at lunchtimes.
The side gate by the community hall will be open for students to enter at 7:50 on mornings that we are
training. All students involved in this activity have brought home individual notices. If they have not
brought a notice it is not for them. This is an event for selected Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 students.

SAFETY IN THE CAR PARK
We ask that parents/caregivers do not drive into the school grounds when picking up or dropping off students.
There is limited space available and with many children coming and going at the same time it creates safety
issues. Last week we witnessed a child run across the car park to a parent who had driven into the car park.
The child ran right in front of another moving vehicle. Thank you to the many parents who are consistently
using the Community Hall car park on Inverell Ave, this is a safe place to drop off and pick up children. It is
only a short walk to or from the gate behind Rooms 16 and 17. Alternatively, there is some parking available
on Inverell Ave or the Great South Road. Please help us to keep all our tamariki safe.

MID-YEAR REPORTS
Mid-Year reports that were not collected at the recent Home School Conferences will be sent home
with students this week. If you have any questions about your child’s report, please feel free to
contact the class teacher.

WHAT IS TRUANCY?
Regular and consistent instruction helps students to progress in their learning – this means coming to school as
often as possible will help your child to learn.
When a student is absent from school without a justified reason they are considered to be truant.
This means if your child is absent from school and the reason is not acceptable, the absence will be recorded
as truancy.
Acceptable reasons for children to be absent from school include:
● Hospital appointments
● Childhood illnesses (chickenpox, scabies, etc)
● Serious illness or injury
Unacceptable reasons for children to be absent from school include:
● Sleeping in
● Going shopping
● Getting a haircut
● Having no lunch
● Wet or cold weather
● Stayed at a friend or relatives house overnight
● Having visitors at home
● Going to the airport
If your child is absent and you have not explained the reason, our student management computer system
automatically records the absence as truant from school. Children who are often truant will be referred to the
Truancy Service and a truancy officer will investigate the situation. It is therefore very important that you let
us know the reason your child was absent, as soon as possible.
It is also a requirement from the Ministry of Education that reasons for absence are given. Explanations need
to be given by parents/guardians, not by children. If your child really has to miss a day of school you can let us
know the reason by phoning the school, calling in to the classroom or office, writing a note, sending a message
through the Skool Loop app or by sending an email or a text to the school office.

SKOOL LOOP APP
We are now able to communicate with you via this free app. Use the app to read school
newsletters, receive messages from the school, let us know if your child is absent, view the
school calendar and to access contact details. Scanning the Skool Loop QR code at the
school gates will register that you have entered the school grounds (you will need to
download a QR code reader app to do this). You can also use the “check in” feature on the
app to sign in and out. Using the app to check in or scan in will mean you do not need to
sign in at the school office when you enter the school grounds.
1. Download the Skool Loop app
2. Select “Choose my schools”
3. Select New Zealand
4. Select Auckland
5. Select Wiri Central School
6. Click “Choose”
7. Subscribe to groups
(select rooms and roopu)

PARENT SURVEY
A link to our Google Parent Survey was sent out last week as a text message.
Please share your feedback with us. The survey will remain open until 2 September.

